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programme partners to exercise greater control over the evaluation pro-
cess. Attending the conferences of evaluation specialists and “clients”
convened in Brussels (1995), Berlin (1996) and Seville (1998), 1 gained
some impression of the interest that new evaluation techniques can gene-
rate. | would stress that the development of evaluation needs to progress
in tandem with efforts to incorporate evaluation findings in the decision
making process. This implies evaluation as a means of establishing whe-
ther policies are equitable, effective and relevant to the identified needs.
In satisfying these requirements, evaluation should be seen as a valuable
instrument affording both Member State and Community authorities the
necessary guarantees that Community funds are being deployed in the
best interests of the EU citizen. This is a cost worth paying when the goals
of Economic and Social Cohesion and the European Union enlargement
are at stake.

Finally, | wish to extend my thanks to the members of the Committee of
Independent Experts established at the launch of the programme. Their
expertise and standing have contributed greatly to the quality and relevan-
ce of the MEANS programme. | therefore thank: E. Chelimsky (USA), ex-
President of the “American Evaluation Association”; K. Kennedy (IRL),
Director of the “Economic and Social Research Institute” (ESRI); J. R.
Cuadrado Roura (SP), President of the “European Regional Science
Association”; C. Seibel (F), Director of the “Statistiques démographiques et
sociales de I'lnstitut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques”
(INSEE); L. Senn (l), Director of the Department of Economic Regional of
the University Bocconi; E. Stern (U.K.), Director of the unit of evaluation of
the Tavistock Institute; A. Sorber (1) (NL), Head of the “Policy Analysis
Department of the Ministry of Finance”; L. |. Strom (SV), Statens Institut for
Regionalforsking (SIR); L. Tsoukalis (GR.), professor at the University of
Athens; H. Wollmann (D), professor at the University of Humboldt - Berlin
and founder member of the “European Evaluation Society”.

E. Landaburu
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